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deceive others, or willing to be deceived themselves, that
the province of Holland has passed a vote for assisting the
queen of Hungary with twenty thousand men ; but if it be
remembered, my lords, that this must be the general act
of the United States, and that every province has its own
particular views to gratify, and its own interest to recon-
cile with the general good, it may be very reasonably sus-
pected, that this assistance is yet rather the object of hope
than expectation; it may justly be feared, that before so
many various dispositions will unite, and such different
schemes will be m^de consistent, the house of Austria
may be extinguished, that our forces may be destroyed, and
Germany enslaved by the French. Then, my lords, what
will remain, but that we shall curse that folly that in-
volved us in distant quarrels, and that temerity which sent
us out to oppose a power which we could not withstand;
and which incited us to waste that treasure in foreign
countries, which we may quickly want for the defence of
our own?

It must be, indeed, confessed, that if an estimate is to
be made of our condition, from the conduct of our minis-
ters, the fear of exhausting our treasure must be merely
panick, and the precepts of frugality which other states
have grown great by observing, are to be absolutely un-
necessary. It may reasonably be imagined that we have
some secret mine, or hidden repository of gold, which no
degree of extravagance can drain, and which may for ever
supply the most lavish expenses without diminution.

For upon what other supposition, my lords, can any man
attempt a defence of the contract, by which we have ob-
tained for one campaign the service of the troops of Han-
over? What but the confidence of funds that can never
be deficient, could influence them to conclude a stipula-
tion, by which levy-money is to be paid for troops of
which not a single regiment was raised for our service, or
on the present occasion; which were established for the
security of the electorate of Hanover, and would have
been maintained, though we had not engaged in the affairs
of the continent.
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